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2014 CAP TODAY Article Index 
 

 
Note: This index does not cover the CAP TODAY “Marketplace” or 
“Abstracts” columns.  
 
AACC meetings 
New push for standard approach to critical values, 09/14:56 
At the AACC show, 09/14:92 
 
American Board of Pathology 
Testing the test—ABP administers pilot part 3 MOC exam, 02/14:82  
 
American Society for Microbiology 
Too few studies to steer test protocols for pediatrics, 08/14:05 
 
AMP molecular case reports 
Molecular assays in HIV-1 Dx and therapeutic monitoring, 05/14:42 
Using molecular techniques to confirm donor-derived post-transplant 
lymphoproliferative disorder (diffuse large B-cell lymphoma of CNS), 
06/14:73 
Molecular techniques in a case of concurrent BCR-ABL1-positive CML 
and CMML, 11/14:52 
 
Amyloid/amyloidosis 
In amyloidosis, timely diagnoses lag therapy gains, 07/14:79 
 
Analyzers (see Instrumentation/instrument product guides) 
 
Anatomic pathology 
With AP systems, sharing (data) is caring—and a trend, 02/14:36 
 
Anemia 
Anemia: classification challenge and clinical questions, 12/14:15 
 
Appendix 
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Study hints at new directions on LAMNs, 08/14:01 
 
Association for Molecular Pathology 
Molecular assays in HIV-1 Dx and therapeutic monitoring, 05/14:42 
 
Automated microscopy 
In urinalysis, automated microscopy making the difference, 03/14:61 
 
Automation 
Labs weighing pros, cons of micro TLA, 01/14:01 
Laboratory automation possibilities give lift to labs, 03/14:12 
Microbiology automation: finding the right mix, 04/14:34 
Seamless automation: within reach for AP?, 08/14:01 
 
Autopsies 
How high-tech approach may reshape the autopsy, 03/14:46 
From chaos to order—and compassion—in autopsies, 11/14:05 
 
Billing/revenue cycle management 
Billing vendors adopt and adapt to boost clients’ revenue, 05/14:10 
 
Bioinformatics 
NGS bioinformatics pipeline—worries and wish lists, 10/14:42 
NGS informatics catching up to clinical demands, 11/14:01 
 
Biorepositories 
Biorepository book helps programs follow guidelines, 12/14:46 
 
Biospecimens 
Standardization of biospecimen collection using biospecimen kits, 
12/14:48 
 
Blood/coagulation/hematology 
Anemia: classification challenge and clinical questions, 12/14:15 
 
Blood banking/transfusion 
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Tuning in to hypotensive transfusion reactions, 04/14:03 
For safety and savings, lab takes on transfusions, 07/14:62 
AABB ramps up donor screening to help stem TRALI, 10/14:01 
Massive transfusion: a question of timing, detail, a golden ratio, 12/14:01 
 
Breast cancer/breast health 
Breast cancer answers, short and long, 02/14:01 
 
Cancer (see also Leukemia and Breast cancer/breast health) 
MicroRNA markers show staying power, 03/14:01 
Second act for HER2, in gastric cancers, 05/14:01 
Unraveling metastasis with circulating tumor cells, 05/14:01 
Data spark new directions in cervical cancer, 06/14:01 
Cancer biomarker use varies widely, needs a ‘broader view’, 06/14:01 
AML molecular testing a map with many paths, 07/14:01 
 
 
CAP ’14 meeting 
21 honored for patient care, strategy, safety, and service, 10/14:92 
How LIS tweaks can enhance efficiency, patient safety, 11/14:19 
 
CAP accreditation/checklists/protocols 
No ifs, ands, or buts on IHC assay validation, 03/14:01 
Checklist changes put out fire (drills), for starters, 05/14:03 
 
CAP Press 
Biorepository book helps programs follow guidelines, 12/14:46 
Standardization of biospecimen collection using biospecimen kits, 
12/14:48 
 
CAP programs/products/services 
Is molecular AP testing in sync with guidelines?, 11/14:01 
Evalumetrics—a performance measurement tool and more, 08/14:40 
 
CAP TODAY webinars 
Lab’s respiratory panel found to curb antibiotic use, 01/14:03 
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Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services 
CAP proposals on IHC, PQRS accepted for Medicare in ’15, 11/14:80 
 
Circulating tumor cells 
Unraveling metastasis with circulating tumor cells, 05/14:01 
 
Competency assessment 
Testing the test—ABP administers pilot part 3 MOC exam, 02/14:82 
 
CPOE systems 
Taking aim at overuse: daily labs, high-cost send-outs, 04/14:64 
 
Critical values/critical results 
New push for standard approach to critical values, 09/14:56 
 
Cytopathology and More 
Evidence emerging for HPV-negative cervical cancer, 01/14:41 
Effectiveness of the HPV vaccine in Australia, 01/14:45 
Rapid on-site evaluation—how practice varies, 05/14:29 
Cytopathology at the tipping point, 05/14:29 
Letter, 05/14:31 
The Pap test under fire, 08/14:60 
Of confusion, cost, and communication, 08/14:60 
ATHENA design, data—and the FDA’s decision, 08/14:64 
Pap proficiency testing—for whom, when, and why, 08/14:66 
 
Cytopathology/histology (see also Cytopathology and More) 
In free CytoAtlas app, 750 images for 100+ diagnoses, 10/14:76 
 
Data integration/data management 
Big gain theory—data warehousing pays off, 11/14:01 
 
Diabetes 
Diabetes debate: HbA1c or glucose?, 02/14:01 
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Ebola 
Labs ramp up for Ebola patients, specimens, 12/14:01 
Amid Ebola preparation, an EV-D68 outbreak, 12/14:53 
 
Editorials of CAP president (see From the President’s Desk) 
 
Electronic medical record systems (EMRs) 
Guidance aims for safer use of lab data in EHRs, 03/14:05 
 
Encephalitis 
In encephalitis case, next-gen sequencing is the star, 04/14:01 
 
Enterprise data warehouse 
Big gain theory—data warehousing pays off, 11/14:01 
 
Evalumetrics 
Evalumetrics—a performance measurement tool and more, 08/14:40 
 
Executive War College 
Where smart labs go when the money’s gone, 08/14:01 
 
Flow cytometry 
Saving time on HLA testing’s final compatibility check, 02/14:34 
 
Fragile X syndrome 
Getting to the point in fragile X syndrome, 01/14:01 
 
From the President’s Desk 
In policy matters, no pause in the cause, 01/14:11 
Seek and you will find: CAP services, 02/14:11 
Turning data into care—lead the way, 03/14:11 
Member survey meets our need to know, 04/14:09 
Connect to colleagues, ideas at CAP ’14, 05/14:09 
With time, greater clarity on HPV screening, 06/14:09 
Collaborating when and where it matters, 07/14:11 
From representation to RUC, reasons to join AMA, 08/14:13 
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Premium PT—and more to come in 2015, 09/14:11 
Building a quality tradition, 10/14:13 
How we tell our story, 11/14:09 
Are we there yet?, 12/14:11 
 
Genetics/genetic testing (see also Next-generation sequencing/Sanger 
sequencing) 
In encephalitis case, next-gen sequencing is the star, 04/14:01 
NGS to detect oncogenes—sizing panels, reporting results, 06/14:32 
NGS for determining the vaginal microbiome in clinical samples, 
06/14:38 
No surprises—one lab’s approach to costly genetic testing, 09/14:72 
 
Genomics 
NGS to detect oncogenes—sizing panels, reporting results, 06/14:32 
microRNAs entice as diagnostic key to multiple diseases, 06/14:54 
Virus or bacterium? Gene expression may tell, 09/14:01 
Molecular tumor boards: fixture or fad?, 10/14:01 
 
Glucose/insulin/blood sugars 
Diabetes debate: HbA1c or glucose?, 02/14:01 
 
Health care reimbursement 
Lab gets a jump on pay-for-value world, 07/14:01 
 
Heartland virus 
Unwinding the mystery of Heartland virus disease, 07/14:05 
 
HER2 
Second act for HER2, in gastric cancers, 05/14:01 
 
Histocompatibility 
Saving time on HLA testing’s final compatibility check, 02/14:34 
 
Hospital-acquired infections 
Pressure’s on to halt nosocomial infections, 05/14:01 
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Human papillomavirus 
2013 statement on human papillomavirus DNA test utilization, 02/14:78 
Data spark new directions in cervical cancer, 06/14:01 
Study: primary HPV test ‘merits consideration’, 09/14:01 
  
Immunohistochemistry 
No ifs, ands, or buts on IHC assay validation, 03/14:01 
 
Infection control 
Scoring against MRSA—studies shed light on what works, 08/14:76 
 
Infectious disease 
Labs ramp up for Ebola patients, specimens, 12/14:01 
Study: elevated vancomycin MICs no cause for concern, 12/14:05 
Amid Ebola preparation, an EV-D68 outbreak, 12/14:53 
  
Influenza 
Flu view—tests, predictions for the upcoming season, 10/14:60 
 
Informatics/information technology (see also Automation; Information 
systems, software technologies) 
IT drives clinical, financial gains in hospital labs, 02/14:59 
How high-tech approach may reshape the autopsy, 03/14:46 
With lab informatics, better to give than to receive, 03/14:56 
Taking aim at overuse: daily labs, high-cost send-outs, 04/14:64 
Seamless automation: within reach for AP?, 08/14:01 
Full speed ahead through tight corners, 12/14:01 
 
Information systems, software technologies (see also Automation) 
With AP systems, sharing (data) is caring—and a trend, 02/14:36 
Anatomic pathology computer systems, 02/14:41 
Guidance aims for safer use of lab data in EHRs, 03/14:05 
A lot to like about laboratory-provider links software, 04/14:14 
Laboratory-provider links software, 04/14:15 
Billing vendors adopt and adapt to boost clients’ revenue, 05/14:10 
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Billing/accounts receivable/RCM systems, 05/14:16 
Middleware systems, 06/14:12 
Evalumetrics—a performance measurement tool and more, 08/14:40 
Blood bank systems sport an assortment of solutions, 10/14:24 
Blood bank information systems, 10/14:27 
How LIS tweaks can enhance efficiency, patient safety, 11/14:19 
Laboratory information systems, 11/14:26 
 
Instrumentation/instrument product guides 
Coagulation analyzers, 01/14:12 
New analyzers, assays, controls, and PEP, 01/14:12 
Bedside glucose testing systems, 02/14:20 
Laboratory automation possibilities give lift to labs, 03/14:12 
Laboratory automation systems and workcells, 03/14:16 
Coagulation analyzers—POC, self-monitoring, 04/14:51 
In vitro blood gas analyzers, 06/14:64 
Chemistry analyzers for mid- and high-volume laboratories, 07/14:21 
A POC blood glucose program turned upside down, 07/14:44 
Latest lineup of chemistry analyzers for low-volume settings, 08/14:18 
Chemistry analyzers (for low-volume laboratories), 08/14:19 
QC, noise, stat time—those and other details for 62 analyzers, 09/14:12 
Automated immunoassay analyzers, 09/14:12 
Automated molecular platforms, 10/14:78 
Next-generation sequencing instruments, 11/14:67 
Full speed ahead through tight corners, 12/14:01 
32 analyzers in focus, from menu to special features, 12/14:21 
Hematology analyzers, 12/14:21 
 
Lab-developed tests/homebrews 
FDA’s LDT proposal means ‘whole new ballgame’ for labs, 10/14:05 
 
Lab test utilization management 
Powering down on excessive test use, 02/14:01 
Sin of omissions: when tests fly under the radar, 05/14:60 
No surprises—one lab’s approach to costly genetic testing, 09/24:72 
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Laboratory efficiency/cost-savings measures 
Clinician-friendly tactics slash unwarranted testing, 01/14:56 
Powering down on excessive test use, 02/14:01 
A question of capital: Will lab purchasing take a U-turn?, 06/14:01 
Slashing send-out costs with lab formularies, 07/14:01 
For safety and savings, lab takes on transfusions, 07/14:62 
Where smart labs go when the money’s gone, 08/14:01 
 
Laboratory profiles 
A POC blood glucose program turned upside down, 07/14:44 
For safety and savings, lab takes on transfusions, 07/14:62 
No surprises—one lab’s approach to costly genetic testing, 09/24:72 
 
Laboratory purchasing/budgeting 
A question of capital: Will lab purchasing take a U-turn?, 06/14:01 
 
 
Legal issues/actions 
PT referral rules bring regulatory relief for labs, 07/14:75 
 
Letters 
In-office AP laboratories, 01/14:06 
Large-scale lab errors, 02/14:06 
IHC coding changes, 02/14:08 
HER2 testing guideline update, 04/14:09 
Ordering prognostic studies, 04/14:12 
CAP TODAY online, 04/14:12 
Ignoring recommendations?, 05/14:31 
Platelet clumping, 07/14:08 
Epoc ad, 07/14:08 
HPV primary screening, 11/14:09 
Use HPV test in conjunction with Pap, 11/14:12 
Genomic testing and the LIS, 11/14:12 
TRALI, 11/14:14 
 
Leukemia 



 

10 

AML molecular testing a map with many paths, 07/14:01 
 
Medicare/Medicaid 
Advocacy pays off, though 2014 CMS cuts will sting, 01/14:30 
Medicare IHC change adds to administrative burdens, 02/14:05 
CAP on rule to implement law: ‘We will be there’, 06/14:05 
Proposed prostate biopsy policy could cut Medicare pay, 08/14:14 
CAP proposals on IHC, PQRS accepted for Medicare in ’15, 11/14:80 
 
Microbiology 
Labs weighing pros, cons of micro TLA, 01/14:01 
Microbiology automation: finding the right mix, 04/14:34 
 
MicroRNA markers 
MicroRNA markers show staying power, 03/14:01 
microRNAs entice as diagnostic key to multiple diseases, 06/14:54 
 
Mobile app 
In free CytoAtlas app, 750 images for 100+ diagnoses, 10/14:76 
 
Molecular pathology/diagnostics (see also Polymerase chain reaction 
technology and AMP molecular case reports) 
AML molecular testing a map with many paths, 07/14:01 
Molecular tumor boards: fixture or fad?, 10/14:01 
NGS bioinformatics pipeline—worries and wish lists, 10/14:42 
Is molecular AP testing in sync with guidelines?, 11/14:01 
From tumor board, an integrated diagnostic report, 12/14:54 
 
MRSA screening/infection 
Scoring against MRSA—studies shed light on what works, 08/14:76 
 
Newsbytes 
Why one pathologist champions social media, 01/14:68 
CMS releases plan to extend meaningful use timeline, 01/14:68 
Data Innovations acquires Dawning Technologies, 01/14:68 
Aspyra offers updated version of CyberLab, 01/14:68 
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Patient information security for mobile devices, 01/14:68 
New contracts for Voicebrook, 01/14:68 
Orchard Software collaborates with Memorial Sloan-Kettering, 02/14:94 
Sunquest releases new versions of products, 02/14:94 
Public and private entities partner to assist with ICD-10, 02/14:94 
Data Innovations adds functionality to middleware, 02/14:94 
SCC software meets EHR certification criteria, 02/14:94 
Voicebrook reports AP lab installations, 02/14:94 
Digital imaging going strong but weaknesses persist, 03/14:81 
Orchard Software releases enterprise-class LIS, 03/14:82 
GE purchases API Healthcare, 03/14:82 
Telcor POC software provides connectivity for cardiac testing, 03/14:82 
CCHIT ends EHR certification, revamps strategic direction, 03/14:82 
Viewics and Apollo add to client base, 03/14:82 
CommonWell executing pilot phase of interoperability project, 04/14:76 
Siemens debuts software for population health management, 04/14:77 
ONC releases survey findings on electronic health information exchange, 
04/14:77 
Upcoming informatics meetings, 04/14:77 
Google cloud platform supporting HIPAA, 04/14:77 
How to avoid becoming a ‘legacy system junkyard’, 05/14:70 
Federal report classifies health IT based on patient safety, 05/14:70 
SBCNE adds email report delivery to AP system, 05/14:70 
AHIMA concerned about EHR copy-and-paste functionality, 05/14:70 
NovoPath debuts Web portal, 05/14:72 
Data Innovations launches Laboratory Intelligence solution, 05/14:72 
Making the most of big data no easy task, 06/14:85 
Leica introduces software for secondary case review, 06/14:85 
McKesson offering manages mobile devices, 06/14:85 
GenoLogics releases new version of LIMS, 06/14:86 
SCC lab system meets EHR certification criteria, 06/14:86 
Sunquest announces installations, 06/14:86 
The benefits of building versus buying lab software, 07/14:88 
CDC report urges pathologist involvement in improving EHRs, 07/14:89 
Speech-recognition product offers structured resulting, 07/14:89 
FDA initiative simplifies access to health data sets, 07/14:90 
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Leica enhances mobile app, 07/14:90 
Telcor POC system meets EHR certification criteria, 07/14:90 
Advanced Data Systems EHR gains Quest certification, 07/14:90 
Smartphone use in AP ‘immature’ but advancing, 08/14:90 
Partnership creates graduate medical education clinical informatics 
curriculum, 08/14:91 
New NovoPath feature speeds report generation, 08/14:91 
CCHIT launches service for ONC testing and certification, 08/14:91 
Atlas software receives EHR certification, 08/14:92 
Telcor products compatible with Windows Server 2012, 08/14:92 
Why LIS limitations shouldn’t inhibit genomic testing, 09/14:102 
Cerner to purchase Siemens’ health IT business unit, 09/14:103 
Brunston system provides patient access to test results, 09/14:103 
Private equity firm buys Xifin, 09/14:103 
Orchard releases new version of Copia integration engine, 09/14:103 
GenoLogics introduces updated Clarity LIMS offering, 09/14:104 
NovoPath announces support for Primera medical printers, 09/14:105 
A conundrum: teaching pathology informatics to residents, 10/14:100 
Cerner to take over health system’s IT services, 10/14:101 
New meaningful use rule offers flexibility, more time, 10/14:101 
Sunquest and CellNetix announce collaboration, 10/14:102 
Technidata introduces system to boost LIS performance, 10/14:102 
GE to install telepathology network in Canada, 10/14:102 
Software expands on ‘what you see is what you get’, 11/14:87 
ONC unveils tool for sharing health information with patients, 11/14:87 
Portal gives patients direct access to lab test results, 11/14:88 
Xifin partners with SyTrue, 11/14:88 
GenoSpace awarded grant for developing biorepositories, 11/14:88 
NovoPath interfaces to Athenahealth EHR, 11/14:88 
Why lab report formatting remains a work in progress, 12/14:68 
Cerner offering free CommonWell services, 12/14:68 
Apollo introduces app for smartphones and tablets, 12/14:68 
Report analyzes value of anatomic pathology systems, 12/14:68 
Atlas Medical issues new release of LabWorks, 12/14:69 
Viewics expands presence at academic medical center, 12/14:69 
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Next-generation sequencing/Sanger sequencing 
In encephalitis case, next-gen sequencing is the star, 04/14:01 
NGS to detect oncogenes—sizing panels, reporting results, 06/14:32 
NGS for determining the vaginal microbiome in clinical samples, 
06/14:38 
Virus or bacterium? Gene expression may tell, 09/14:01 
NGS informatics catching up to clinical demands, 11/14:01 
 
Office supply expenses 
Pens, pencils, Post-its—setting out to save on supplies, 04/14:68 
 
Pathology reports 
Introducing patients to their pathology reports, 01/14:54 
 
Pathology Informatics Summit 2014 
With lab informatics, better to give than to receive, 03/14:56 
 
Patient consults 
Introducing patients to their pathology reports, 01/14:54 
 
Patient ID systems/patient safety 
Handling a reagent recall, step by strenuous step, 02/14:24 
 
Payment issues 
Advocacy pays off, though 2014 CMS cuts will sting, 01/14:30 
Medicare IHC change adds to administrative burdens, 02/14:05 
How a Maryland lab met fixed-budget test, 03/14:01 
CAP on rule to implement law: ‘We will be there’, 06/14:05 
Lab gets a jump on pay-for-value world, 07/14:01 
Proposed prostate biopsy policy could cut Medicare pay, 08/14:14 
 
Pediatrics 
Too few studies to steer test protocols for pediatrics, 08/14:05 
 
Physician fee schedule (see also Medicaid/Medicare) 
Advocacy pays off, though 2014 CMS cuts will sting, 01/14:30 



 

14 

Medicare IHC change adds to administrative burdens, 02/14:05 
Proposed prostate biopsy policy could cut Medicare pay, 08/14:14 
 
Physician performance metrics 
Evalumetrics—a performance measurement tool and more, 08/14:40 
 
Point-of-care testing/guidelines/standards 
How POC testing is pushing the envelope, 04/14:01 
 
Polymerase chain reaction (PCR) technology 
Lab’s respiratory panel found to curb antibiotic use, 01/14:03 
 
Proficiency testing 
PT referral rules bring regulatory relief for labs, 07/14:75 
 
Put it on the Board 
Call for faster, simpler diagnostic tests for infectious diseases, 01/14:74 
AMP statement on LDTs, 01/14:74 
Detecting women at risk, 01/14:74 
MALDI Biotyper CA cleared, 01/14:74 
When are genomic tests useful? IOM seeks answers, 02/14:102 
From Illumina: NextSeq and HighSeq X Ten, 02/14:102 
Identifying aggressive prostate cancer, 02/14:102 
VIDAS Galectin-3 validated, 02/14:102 
Patient-access rule creates opportunities, costs for labs, 03/14:90 
Paris System for Urinary Cytopathology open for input, 03/14:90 
NIH, industry, and nonprofits join forces, 03/14:90 
Test reduces false-positive rate of fetal aneuploidy detection, 03/14:90 
Third cervical cancer screening paradigm may be on the way, 04/14:86 
An ‘opt-out’ update, 04/14:86 
Leica, QualityStar team up, 04/14:86 
FDA clears HSV 1 & 2 Direct, 04/14:86 
Illumigene Pertussis has FDA OK, 04/14:86 
FDA clears FilmArray GI Panel, 05/14:78 
Major disruption ahead for labs, says industry analyst, 05/14:78 
FDA clears Omnyx Manual Read of Digital HER2, 05/14:78 
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Direct Strep goes to market, 05/14:78 
From IDL, prostate blood test now available, 05/14:78 
What report says about PQRS and pathologists in 2012, 05/14:78 
For trainees, information ‘gaps are closing’, 06/14:94 
A special honor for a vision and the Vanderbilt team’s feats, 06/14:94 
Cancer care and patient demands, 06/14:93 
FDA OKs Qiagen Therascreen KRAS to guide treatment, Artus C. diff kit, 
06/14:93 
Beckman Coulter’s phi named in NCCN guidelines, 06/14:93 
Ethics of laboratory billing at stake in AMA’s code, 07/14:98 
Innovators may find relief in FDA’s medical device guidance, 07/14:97 
Biocartis, Abbott to develop multiplex companion diagnostics, 07/14:97 
Labs grapple with handing results directly to patients, 08/14:102 
FDA’s LDT framework draws mixed reviews, 08/14:102 
Simple blood tests, colossal contrasts on price, 09/14:114 
Respiratory panel improves outcomes, cuts costs, 09/14:114 
Study: Many patients mystified by lab results, 09/14:114  
Twitter touted as tool to sway minds, 10/14:110 
Class II for Thermo’s Ion PGM Dx, 10/14:109 
Glucose meter cleared for critical care, 10/14:109 
Beckman’s Power Express lands 510(k), 10/14:109 
Stago’s D-dimer meets CLSI standard, 10/14:109 
For Ebola cases, weighing broader, faster diagnostics, 11/14:94 
LabCorp will buy CRO Covance for $6.1 billion, 11/14:93 
Chembio’s POC  HIV test lands CLIA waiver, 11/14:93 
$502 price for fecal DNA colorectal cancer test, 11/14:93 
Biocare acquires CymoGen DX, 11/14:93 
CMS will cover test for ER+ breast cancer recurrence, 11/14:93 
Beckman, NEB automate NGS applications, 11/14:93 
Crizotinib shrinks tumors in ROS1-positive NSCLC, 12/14:74 
Forecast sees 6% IVD market growth, 12/14:73 
Payers set higher bar for pricey new technology, 12/14:73 
USPSTF: Scant support for routine vitamin D testing, 12/14: 73 
Imaging IDs receptors for cancer treatment, 12/14:73 
ARUP sponsors PLUGS, 12/14:73 
Roche acquires Ariosa, 12/14:73 
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CE mark for Ortho’s Vision, 12/14:73    
 
Pap tests (see Cytopathology and More)                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
 
Q&A 
How do you calculate the correction factor for blood drawn in an ACD 
tube? (Etzell), 01/14:66 
Would other laboratory screening methods be more appropriate than a 
malaria thick+thin smear in asymptomatic, likely low-risk patients? 
(Pritt), 01/14:66 
Can CoQ10 supplements affect the level of Coumadin (that is, the INR)? 
(Drouin, Higgins), 01/14:66 
Is participation in proficiency testing required for all sites that do HER2 
testing? (Palicki), 02/14:93 
Why not screen all HIV-negative samples using nucleic acid 
amplification testing? (Branson), 02/14:93 
With automated CSF/body fluid cell counting becoming more the norm, 
is it acceptable to report the automated RBC count with a qualifying 
comment from the cytospin of “RBC ghosts present”? (George), 02/14:93 
What are the actionable mutations in melanoma that warrant routine 
molecular testing? (Grossmann AH, Grossmann KF), 03/14:77 
Are there generally accepted guidelines for routine molecular testing of 
high-grade gliomas/glioblastomas (GBM)? (Burton), 03/14:78 
Please provide guidance on medically necessary tests as defined in CMS 
regulations published in chapter 15 of the Medicare Benefit Policy 
Manual (Wood), 03/14:80 
How quickly are molecular diagnostic tools replacing DFA? (Procop), 
04/14:78 
Does the word guideline mean the same as procedure? Could guidelines 
also mean references? (Mateski), 04/14:78 
On urine cytologies, are there numbers on how often the findings of 
suspicious for malignancy for groups of atypical cells for a neoplasm 
believed to be urothelial are found to be from another source? (Crothers), 
04/14:78 
Is it permissible to report reference ranges for both absolute and percent 
cell counts? (Etzell), 05/14:72 
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What is the acceptable practice for discarding excess urine from urine 
samples? (Lum), 05/14:72 
Are there current studies regarding uric acid test analysis on patients 
receiving rasburicase? (Lum), 06/14:84 
Is it acceptable to run the blue-top tube to see if there are platelet clumps 
and, if not, just report the EDTA answer for the platelets? (Etzell, 
Perkins), 06/14:84 
What are the best markers to identify metastatic melanoma? (Kandalaft), 
07/14:86 
Is there a clinically significant reason to continue performing CK-MB 
assays and, if so, are there standardized criteria for when to report an 
index rather than the mass units? (Kahn), 07/14:87 
Is there a trough and crest occurrence with blood testosterone levels? 
(Faix), 08/14:92 
What is the relationship between the presence of moderate to many 
spherocytes and the MCHC parameter? (Zwick), 08/14:92 
What is the reason for the difference in Hgb levels when drawing for a 
CBC in the early morning versus afternoon for the same patient? 
(George), 09/14:104 
How does the CAP view using the transference process as described in 
CLSI document C28-A3C, Defining, Establishing, and Verifying 
Reference Intervals in the Clinical Laboratory; Approved Guideline? 
(Horowitz), 09/14:105 
Is it common practice to report the color of a body fluid after it’s spun 
down? (Girgis), 10/14:103 
What is the validity of salivary cortisol test results? (Vesper), 10/14:103 
What CBC parameters should be corrected when performing a platelet 
count from a blood sample collected in a sodium citrate tube? (Bradley), 
11/14:86 
What are the regulations for corrective action for nucleated red blood 
cells? (Zwick), 11/14:86 
Legal ramifications for med techs or technicians if they release results on 
suboptimal specimens on the insistence of physicians (Perry, Williams), 
12/14:69 
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Consensus recommendations for the diagnosis of eosinophilic 
esophagitis, eosinophilic gastroenteritis, and eosinophilic colitis 
(Ramirez), 12/14:69 
 
Quality assurance/quality control/quality improvement 
Risk management steps up labs’ QC game under IQCP, 09/14:01 
In lab QC, how much room for improvement?, 10/14:01 
 
Q-Probes 
Is molecular AP testing in sync with guidelines?, 11/14:01 
 
Reagents 
Handling a reagent recall, step by strenuous step, 02/14:24 
 
Reference lab testing services/send-out testing 
Slashing send-out costs with lab formularies, 07/14:01 
 
Screening tests 
Study: primary HPV test ‘merits consideration’, 09/14:01 
A laboratory on the trail of troubling TSH results, 09/14:05 
 
Sexually-transmitted diseases/infections 
The perils of overlooking lesser-known STIs, 01/14:01 
 
Test formularies 
Slashing send-out costs with lab formularies, 07/14:01 
 
Test utilization (see also Screening tests) 
Taking aim at overuse: daily labs, high-cost send-outs, 04/14:64 
 
Thyroid disease/testing 
A laboratory on the trail of troubling TSH results, 09/14:05 
 
TRALI  
AABB ramps up donor screening to help stem TRALI, 10/14:01 
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Transfusions (see Blood banking/transfusion) 
 
Unnecessary testing 
Clinician-friendly tactics slash unwarranted testing, 01/14:56 
 
Urinalysis/urinary tract infections 
In urinalysis, automated microscopy making the difference, 03/14:61 
 
Vancomycin 
Study: elevated vancomycin MICs no cause for concern, 12/14:05 
 
Viruses/viral outbreaks/virology 
Unwinding the mystery of Heartland virus disease, 07/14:05 
Labs ramp up for Ebola patients, specimens, 12/14:01 
Amid Ebola preparation, an EV-D68 outbreak, 12/14:53 
 
Warfarin 
Can an old drug be taught new pharmacogenetic tricks?, 04/14:01 


