
valid expert re s o u rce on issues
such as this,” says Mark S. Syn-
ovec, MD, chair of the College’s
Economic A ffairs Committee.
“ We ’ re looking forward to work-
ing with the agency on this and

other pathology coding and pay-
ment concerns.” The College met
twice in the past several months
with top-level CMS officials, in-
cluding administrator Tom Scully,
to discuss pathology coding. In
the meetings, CAP re p re s e n t a t i v e s
s t ressed the importance of pathol-
ogy services to patient care and

its willingness to work with the
a g e n c y.

Also in the final rule, the CMS
valued new and re v i s e d

codes associated with tumor mor-
phometry and immunohisto-
c h e m i s t r y. In response to CMS
concerns and national corre c t

coding initiative edits for these
services when performed with
automated cellular imaging, the
College recognized a need for re-
visions. The CMS’ revised re l a-
tive value units reflect re c o m-
mendations made by the RVS Up-
date Committee. The agency said
in the final rule that the values
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P h y s i c i a n N o n - M a l - N o n -
C P T / w o r k f a c i l i t y Facility p r a c t i c e f a c i l i t y F a c i l i t y
HC P C S Description R V U s PE RVUs PE R V U s * R V U s t o t a l t o t a l *

10021 Fna w/o image 1.26 2.22 0.55 0.08 3.56 1.89
10022 Fna w/image 1.26 2.65 0.43 0.06 3.97 1.75
36430 Blood transfusion service 0.00 0.99 0.99 0.06 1.05 1.05
36440 Bl push transfuse, 2 yr or < 1.02 0.29 0.29 0.10 1.41 1.41
36450 Bl exchange/transfuse, nb 2.22 0.70 0.70 0.19 3.11 3.11
36455 Bl exchange/transfuse non-nb 2.42 0.83 0.83 0.12 3.37 3.37
36460 Transfusion service, fetal 6.55 2.24 2.24 0.67 9.46 9.46
36511 Apheresis wbc 1.73 0.69 0.69 0.07 2.49 2.49
36512 Apheresis rbc 1.73 0.69 0.69 0.07 2.49 2.49
38205 Harvest allogenic stem cells 1.49 0.61 0.61 0.06 2.16 2.16
38206 Harvest auto stem cells 1.49 0.61 0.61 0.06 2.16 2.16
38220 Bone marrow aspiration 1.07 3.97 0.43 0.04 5.08 1.54
38221 Bone marrow biopsy 1.36 4.15 0.54 0.05 5.56 1.95
38230 Bone marrow collection 4.51 2.51 2.51 0.30 7.32 7.32
80500 Lab pathology consultation 0.37 0.21 0.16 0.01 0.59 0.54
83020 26 Hemoglobin electrophoresis 0.37 0.16 0.16 0.01 0.54 0.54
83912 26 Genetic examination 0.37 0.15 0.15 0.01 0.53 0.53
84165 26 Electrophoresis of proteins 0.37 0.16 0.16 0.01 0.54 0.54
84181 26 Western blot test 0.37 0.14 0.14 0.01 0.52 0.52
84182 26 Protein, western blot test 0.37 0.17 0.17 0.01 0.55 0.55
85060 Blood smear interpretation 0.45 0.19 0.19 0.02 0.66 0.66
85097 Bone marrow interpretation 0.93 1.64 0.41 0.04 2.61 1.38
85390 26 Fibrinolysins screen 0.37 0.12 0.12 0.01 0.50 0.50
85396 Clotting assay, whole blood 0.37 0.17 0.17 0.04 0.58 0.58
85576 26 Blood platelet aggregation 0.37 0.16 0.16 0.01 0.54 0.54
86077 Physician blood bank service 0.93 0.47 0.41 0.04 1.44 1.38
86078 Physician blood bank service 0.93 0.50 0.41 0.04 1.47 1.38
86079 Physician blood bank service 0.93 0.50 0.42 0.04 1.47 1.39
86255 26 Fluorescent antibody, screen 0.37 0.17 0.16 0.01 0.55 0.54
86256 26 Fluorescent antibody, titer 0.37 0.16 0.16 0.01 0.54 0.54
86320 26 Serum immunoelectrophoresis 0.37 0.16 0.16 0.01 0.54 0.54
86325 26 Other immunoelectrophoresis 0.37 0.16 0.16 0.01 0.54 0.54
86327 26 Immunoelectrophoresis assay 0.42 0.19 0.19 0.01 0.62 0.62
86334 26 Immunofixation procedure 0.37 0.16 0.16 0.01 0.54 0.54
87164 26 Dark field examination 0.37 0.12 0.12 0.01 0.50 0.50
87207 26 Smear, special stain 0.37 0.17 0.16 0.01 0.55 0.54
88104 Cytopathology, fluids 0.56 0.76 0.76 0.04 1.36 1.36
88104 TC Cytopathology, fluids 0.00 0.51 0.51 0.02 0.53 0.53
88104 26 Cytopathology, fluids 0.56 0.25 0.25 0.02 0.83 0.83
88106 Cytopathology, fluids 0.56 0.62 0.62 0.04 1.22 1.22
88106 TC Cytopathology, fluids 0.00 0.37 0.37 0.02 0.39 0.39
88106 26 Cytopathology, fluids 0.56 0.25 0.25 0.02 0.83 0.83
88107 Cytopathology, fluids 0.76 0.98 0.98 0.06 1.80 1.80
88107 TC Cytopathology, fluids 0.00 0.64 0.64 0.02 0.66 0.66
88107 26 Cytopathology, fluids 0.76 0.34 0.34 0.04 1.14 1.14
88108 Cytopath, concentrate tech 0.56 0.82 0.82 0.04 1.42 1.42
88108 TC Cytopath, concentrate tech 0.00 0.57 0.57 0.02 0.59 0.59
88108 26 Cytopath, concentrate tech 0.56 0.25 0.25 0.02 0.83 0.83
88112 Cytopath, cell enhance tech 1.17 2.02 2.02 0.08 3.27 3.27
88112 TC Cytopath, cell enhance tech 0.00 1.49 1.49 0.02 1.51 1.51
88112 26 Cytopath, cell enhance tech 1.17 0.53 0.53 0.06 1.76 1.76
88125 Forensic cytopathology 0.26 0.27 0.27 0.02 0.55 0.55
88125 TC Forensic cytopathology 0.00 0.15 0.15 0.01 0.16 0.16
88125 26 Forensic cytopathology 0.26 0.12 0.12 0.01 0.39 0.39
88141 Cytopath, c/v, interpret 0.42 0.18 0.18 0.01 0.61 0.61
88160 Cytopath smear, other source 0.50 0.93 0.93 0.04 1.47 1.47
88160 TC Cytopath smear, other source 0.00 0.71 0.71 0.02 0.73 0.73
88160 26 Cytopath smear, other source 0.50 0.22 0.22 0.02 0.74 0.74
88161 Cytopath smear, other source 0.50 0.88 0.88 0.04 1.42 1.42
88161 TC Cytopath smear, other source 0.00 0.66 0.66 0.02 0.68 0.68
88161 26 Cytopath smear, other source 0.50 0.22 0.22 0.02 0.74 0.74
88162 Cytopath smear, other source 0.76 0.68 0.68 0.06 1.50 1.50
88162 TC Cytopath smear, other source 0.00 0.34 0.34 0.02 0.36 0.36
88162 26 Cytopath smear, other source 0.76 0.34 0.34 0.04 1.14 1.14
88172 Cytopathology eval of fna 0.60 0.67 0.67 0.04 1.31 1.31
88172 TC Cytopathology eval of fna 0.00 0.40 0.40 0.02 0.42 0.42
88172 26 Cytopathology eval of fna 0.60 0.27 0.27 0.02 0.89 0.89
88173 Cytopath eval, fna, report 1.38 1.78 1.78 0.08 3.24 3.24
88173 TC Cytopath eval, fna, report 0.00 1.16 1.16 0.02 1.18 1.18
88173 26 Cytopath eval, fna, report 1.38 0.62 0.62 0.06 2.06 2.06
88180 Cell marker study 0.36 1.45 1.45 0.03 1.84 1.84
88180 TC Cell marker study 0.00 1.29 1.29 0.02 1.31 1.31
88180 26 Cell marker study 0.36 0.16 0.16 0.01 0.53 0.53
88182 Cell marker study 0.77 1.61 1.61 0.08 2.46 2.46
88182 TC Cell marker study 0.00 1.27 1.27 0.04 1.31 1.31
88182 26 Cell marker study 0.77 0.34 0.34 0.04 1.15 1.15
88291 Cyto/molecular report 0.52 0.28 0.28 0.02 0.82 0.82
88299 Cytogenetic study 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
88300 Surgical path, gross 0.08 0.28 0.28 0.02 0.38 0.38
88300 TC Surgical path, gross 0.00 0.24 0.24 0.01 0.25 0.25
88300 26 Surgical path, gross 0.08 0.04 0.04 0.01 0.13 0.13
88302 Tissue exam by pathologist 0.13 0.70 0.70 0.03 0.86 0.86
88302 TC Tissue exam by pathologist 0.00 0.64 0.64 0.02 0.66 0.66
88302 26 Tissue exam by pathologist 0.13 0.06 0.06 0.01 0.20 0.20
88304 Tissue exam by pathologist 0.22 0.88 0.88 0.03 1.13 1.13
88304 TC Tissue exam by pathologist 0.00 0.78 0.78 0.02 0.80 0.80
88304 26 Tissue exam by pathologist 0.22 0.10 0.10 0.01 0.33 0.33
88305 Tissue exam by pathologist 0.75 1.75 1.75 0.06 2.56 2.56
88305 TC Tissue exam by pathologist 0.00 1.41 1.41 0.04 1.45 1.45
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88305 26 Tissue exam by pathologist 0.75 0.34 0.34 0.02 1.11 1.11
88307 Tissue exam by pathologist 1.58 2.67 2.67 0.13 4.38 4.38
88307 TC Tissue exam by pathologist 0.00 1.97 1.97 0.06 2.03 2.03
88307 26 Tissue exam by pathologist 1.58 0.70 0.70 0.07 2.35 2.35
88309 Tissue exam by pathologist 2.27 3.27 3.27 0.16 5.70 5.70
88309 TC Tissue exam by pathologist 0.00 2.27 2.27 0.06 2.33 2.33
88309 26 Tissue exam by pathologist 2.27 1.00 1.00 0.10 3.37 3.37
88311 Decalcify tissue 0.24 0.20 0.20 0.02 0.46 0.46
88311 TC Decalcify tissue 0.00 0.09 0.09 0.01 0.10 0.10
88311 26 Decalcify tissue 0.24 0.11 0.11 0.01 0.36 0.36
88312 Special stains 0.54 1.36 1.36 0.03 1.93 1.93
88312 TC Special stains 0.00 1.12 1.12 0.01 1.13 1.13
88312 26 Special stains 0.54 0.24 0.24 0.02 0.80 0.80
88313 Special stains 0.24 1.10 1.10 0.02 1.36 1.36
88313 TC Special stains 0.00 0.99 0.99 0.01 1.00 1.00
88313 26 Special stains 0.24 0.11 0.11 0.01 0.36 0.36
88314 Histochemical stain 0.45 0.89 0.89 0.04 1.38 1.38
88314 TC Histochemical stain 0.00 0.69 0.69 0.02 0.71 0.71
88314 26 Histochemical stain 0.45 0.20 0.20 0.02 0.67 0.67
88318 Chemical histochemistry 0.42 0.81 0.81 0.02 1.25 1.25
88318 TC Chemical histochemistry 0.00 0.62 0.62 0.01 0.63 0.63
88318 26 Chemical histochemistry 0.42 0.19 0.19 0.01 0.62 0.62
88319 Enzyme histochemistry 0.53 1.90 1.90 0.04 2.47 2.47
88319 TC Enzyme histochemistry 0.00 1.67 1.67 0.02 1.69 1.69
88319 26 Enzyme histochemistry 0.53 0.23 0.23 0.02 0.78 0.78
88321 Microslide consultation 1.29 0.81 0.57 0.05 2.15 1.91
88323 Microslide consultation 1.34 1.45 1.45 0.08 2.87 2.87
88323 TC Microslide consultation 0.00 0.85 0.85 0.02 0.87 0.87
88323 26 Microslide consultation 1.34 0.60 0.60 0.06 2.00 2.00
88325 Comprehensive review of data 2.21 2.98 0.97 0.10 5.29 3.28
88329 Path consult introp 0.67 0.64 0.30 0.02 1.33 0.99
88331 Path consult intraop, 1 bloc 1.18 1.00 1.00 0.09 2.27 2.27
88331 TC Path consult intraop, 1 bloc 0.00 0.47 0.47 0.04 0.51 0.51
88331 26 Path consult intraop, 1 bloc 1.18 0.53 0.53 0.05 1.76 1.76
88332 Path consult intraop, add’l 0.59 0.50 0.50 0.04 1.13 1.13
88332 TC Path consult intraop, add’l 0.00 0.24 0.24 0.02 0.26 0.26
88332 26 Path consult intraop, add’l 0.59 0.26 0.26 0.02 0.87 0.87
88342 Immunohistochemistry 0.85 1.36 1.36 0.06 2.27 2.27
88342 TC Immunohistochemistry 0.00 0.98 0.98 0.02 1.00 1.00
88342 26 Immunohistochemistry 0.85 0.38 0.38 0.04 1.27 1.27
88346 Immunofluorescent study 0.86 1.46 1.46 0.06 2.38 2.38
88346 TC Immunofluorescent study 0.00 1.08 1.08 0.02 1.10 1.10
88346 26 Immunofluorescent study 0.86 0.38 0.38 0.04 1.28 1.28
88347 Immunofluorescent study 0.86 1.78 1.78 0.06 2.70 2.70
88347 TC Immunofluorescent study 0.00 1.42 1.42 0.02 1.44 1.44
88347 26 Immunofluorescent study 0.86 0.36 0.36 0.04 1.26 1.26
88348 Electron microscopy 1.50 8.57 8.57 0.13 10.20 10.20
88348 TC Electron microscopy 0.00 7.92 7.92 0.07 7.99 7.99
88348 26 Electron microscopy 1.50 0.65 0.65 0.06 2.21 2.21
88349 Scanning electron microscopy 0.76 10.00 10.00 0.10 10.86 10.86
88349 TC Scanning electron microscopy 0.00 9.66 9.66 0.06 9.72 9.72
88349 26 Scanning electron microscopy 0.76 0.34 0.34 0.04 1.14 1.14
88355 Analysis, skeletal muscle 1.84 2.63 2.63 0.14 4.61 4.61
88355 TC Analysis, skeletal muscle 0.00 1.82 1.82 0.06 1.88 1.88
88355 26 Analysis, skeletal muscle 1.84 0.81 0.81 0.08 2.73 2.73
88356 Analysis, nerve 3.00 2.91 2.91 0.19 6.10 6.10
88356 TC Analysis, nerve 0.00 1.62 1.62 0.07 1.69 1.69
88356 26 Analysis, nerve 3.00 1.29 1.29 0.12 4.41 4.41
88358 Analysis, tumor 2.80** 1.39 1.39 0.19 4.38** 4.38**
88358 TC Analysis, tumor 0.00 0.15 0.15 0.07 0.22 0.22
88358 26 Analysis, tumor 2.80** 1.24 1.24 0.12 4.16** 4.16**
88361 Immunohistochemistry, tumor 0.93 2.62 2.62 0.19 3.74 3.74
88361 TC Immunohistochemistry, tumor 0.00 2.20 2.20 0.07 2.27 2.27
88361 26 Immunohistochemistry, tumor 0.93 0.42 0.42 0.12 1.47 1.47
88362 Nerve teasing preparations 2.16 4.44 4.44 0.14 6.74 6.74
88362 TC Nerve teasing preparations 0.00 3.51 3.51 0.06 3.57 3.57
88362 26 Nerve teasing preparations 2.16 0.93 0.93 0.08 3.17 3.17
88365 Tissue hybridization 0.92 2.23 2.23 0.06 3.21 3.21
88365 TC Tissue hybridization 0.00 1.82 1.82 0.02 1.84 1.84
88365 26 Tissue hybridization 0.92 0.41 0.41 0.04 1.37 1.37
88371 26 Protein, western blot tissue 0.37 0.13 0.13 0.01 0.51 0.51
88372 26 Protein analysis w/probe 0.37 0.17 0.17 0.01 0.55 0.55
88380 Microdissection 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
88380 TC Microdissection 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
88380 26 Microdissection 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00 0.00
89060 26 Exam, synovial fluid crystals 0.37 0.17 0.16 0.01 0.55 0.54
G0141 Scr c/v cyto, autosys and md 0.42 0.18 0.18 0.01 0.61 0.61
P3001 Screening pap smear by phys 0.42 0.18 0.18 0.01 0.61 0.61

* Lower facility RVUs are paid when the service is provided in a hospital for a hospital patient.

CPT codes and descriptions only are copyright 2003 American Medical Association
Source: Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services, Federal Register, vol. 68, No. 216, Nov. 7, 2003.

Notice: RVUs are current as of November 2003. Quarterly corrections to RVUs are published by the CMS.
** Revisions to the 88358 work RVU were not published correctly and are expected to be lowered to 0.95. 
The CMS is expected to publish this correction before the Jan. 1, 2004 implementation date. The practice
expense and total RVUs will also be lowered.
† Reflects the 1.5 percent increase included in the recently passed Medicare legislation.

Conversion factor = $37.3374†

Fee schedule
continued from page 5
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