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September 2020—Integrated DNA Technologies and Sherlock Biosciences have entered into a strategic
collaboration to enable large-scale manufacturing of the Sherlock CRISPR SARS-CoV-2 kit for the
detection of COVID-19. IDT will supply several components, including the Cas13a enzyme, on which the
test is based, as well as a CRISPR RNA and primer mix.

The kit, which received FDA emergency use authorization, provides specific and sensitive detection of
the virus in patient samples and does not require specialized instruments to complete a test. The kit
works by programming a CRISPR nuclease to detect the presence of the genetic signature for SARS-
CoV-2 in a nasal swab, nasopharyngeal swab, oropharyngeal swab, or bronchoalveolar lavage specimen.
When the signature is found, the CRISPR enzyme is activated and cuts both the target viral RNA and
the reporter RNAs provided as part of the kit and used during the detection reaction. Results are
available in about an hour.

In a separate release, IDT announced it has expanded its coronavirus product line with the addition of
primer-probe kits, which contain DNA primer and probes in equivalent ratios to those described in the
WHO protocol for diagnostic detection of 2019-nCoV by real-time RT-PCR, the company says.

Integrated DNA Technologies, 800-328-2661

©2026 CAP TODAY, all rights reserved.

https://www.captodayonline.com/idt-expands-coronavirus-line-partners-with-sherlock/
https://www.captodayonline.com/idt-expands-coronavirus-line-partners-with-sherlock/
https://www.idtdna.com/site

