Q&A column

written by CAP TODAY
December 13, 2023

December 2023
Q. When using a sodium citrate blue-top tube due to platelet clumping, should the sample be kept
warm, and does it have to be run within a certain time frame? Read answer.

Q. Does the CAP require instrument-to-instrument comparability studies at least twice a year for waived
point-of-care testing instruments, such as glucose meters, or nonwaived instruments, such as critical
care analyzers? Are we required to perform a linearity study twice a year on all waived and nonwaived
POC testing instruments? Read answer.
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Newsbytes

written by CAP TODAY
December 13, 2023

December 2023—While many dismiss the saying “Nothing lasts forever” with a simple shrug, those
three words may cause angst in those anticipating the demise of their laboratory information system.
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Put It on the Board

written by CAP TODAY
December 13, 2023

December 2023—The Food and Drug Administration granted approval for EntroGen’s CRCdx RAS
Mutation Detection Kit as a companion diagnostic for Vectibix (panitumumab), used in the treatment of
colorectal cancer.
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In memoriam

written by CAP TODAY
December 13, 2023

John Kelly Duckworth, MD
1928-2023

December 2023—John Kelly Duckworth, MD, a member of the CAP Board of Governors from 1987 to
1993, died on Sept. 14 at age 95.

Dr. Duckworth was the second chair of the CAP Commission on Laboratory Accreditation. He also was
chair of the Council on Practice Management, vice chair of the Council on Scientific Affairs, and a
member of the Council on Quality Assurance and the Informatics, Laboratory Fiscal Management, and
Finance committees.

After working as a general practitioner in Missouri, Dr. Duckworth moved to Memphis to study
pathology. He began working at Methodist hospitals in Memphis in 1965 and retired as director of
laboratories in 1980. He soon took on other roles and worked until about age 85.

“He used to say, ‘I failed at retirement four times,’” says Charles R. Handorf, MD, PhD, who met Dr.
Duckworth when he transferred to Methodist’s residency program as a second-year resident. When Dr.
Handorf became chair of the Department of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine at the University of
Tennessee Health Science Center, he hired Dr. Duckworth, at the time in his early 80s, to direct the
residency program. “He gave me the first job I ever had. I gave him the last job he ever had.”

During the Reagan administration, Dr. Duckworth was appointed assistant to U.S. surgeon general C.
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Everett Koop. He also served on the scientific advisory board of the Armed Forces Institute of Pathology
and helped establish the National Museum of Health and Medicine.

“His impact on the whole world of laboratory medicine, not just in America, was immeasurable,” says
Dr. Handorf, who credits Dr. Duckworth and a group of “young, firebrand pathologists” in the CAP with
what the CAP Laboratory Accreditation Program would become.

Paul Bachner, MD, past chair of the Department of Pathology and Laboratory Medicine at the
University of Kentucky, says from his perspective as a then-rookie regional commissioner, Dr.
Duckworth was a “spectacular chair” of the Commission on Laboratory Accreditation and played a
major role in developing and revising standards.

“Dr. Duckworth was a true Southern gentleman—articulate, kind, polite, caring, and insightful,” Dr.
Bachner says. “He chaired the commission with energy and understanding. But when he stood up and
put both of his hands on the table, you knew he was about to deliver a very strong message to someone
or something.”

“He was a mentor to me and to so many others and one of the most memorable leaders of the CAP that I
have known.”

“He was the apotheosis of the laboratory director,” says Edward O. Uthman, MD. “He’s that by which
every other lab director is measured.”

Dr. Uthman, former laboratory director at OakBend Medical Center in Richmond, Tex., got to know Dr.
Duckworth when he did rotations at Methodist Hospital between 1977 and 1981. He later worked for
him as a pathology instructor at the University of Tennessee College of Medicine, where Dr. Duckworth
was vice chair. “He hired me for my first job out of residency,” Dr. Uthman says.

“There’s no way I could duplicate his abilities and success, but he was certainly worthy of emulation,”
Dr. Uthman said. “Everything I tried to do as a laboratory director was strongly influenced by him.”

Dr. Duckworth was organized and knew how to delegate, he says, but it was his follow-up that set him
apart. During a meeting with him, “he’d give you something to do, and he would write it down and date
it. Six weeks later he would come back and say, ‘Did you do this?’ And you’d better have done it.”

“If you did what you were supposed to do,” Dr. Handorf says, “John was the kindest, most gracious
mentor there ever was. The only thing that really made him mad was if you didn’t keep the patient’s
welfare first in mind. That would make him furious.”

If someone’s performance in the laboratory fell short, Dr. Duckworth worked through the chain of
command, Dr. Uthman says. “He could walk through the lab and see somebody doing something really
wrong, and he would never react right then.” He went to his office and called in the supervisor for that
area. “He never made a scene or embarrassed people, so even people who screwed up still had great
respect for him and liked him,” Dr. Uthman says. “He made laboratorians better laboratorians.”

Stephen Sarewitz, MD, a longtime leader in the accreditation program, knew Dr. Duckworth as “a
brilliant, charismatic, incredibly energetic, and personable leader who was dedicated to better patient
care through quality laboratory medicine as promoted by the CAP Laboratory Accreditation Program.”



“We are all standing on his shoulders,” he says.

Dr. Duckworth was a pilot, and he and Dr. Handorf would fly to small hospitals. “Before we got in an
airplane he was going to fly, he would walk around it three times, always with a checklist in hand,”
much like those of the accreditation program. Dr. Handorf recalls once teasing him. “He looked over his
half glasses at me—you’d know you were on thin ice—and said, ‘Charles, there are old pilots and there
are bold pilots, but there are no old, bold pilots.””

Dr. Duckworth lived by the Bible verse printed on the back of his business card: “To whom much is
given, much will be required.” Says Dr. Handorf: “He expected a lot of himself and of those around him.
He expected people to give back, and that’s probably the thing I'll remember most about him.”

Dr. Duckworth received the CAP’s Frank W. Hartman Memorial Award in 1982, the first Major General
Joseph M. Blumberg Award for Outstanding Contributions to the Laboratory Accreditation Program in
1995, and the Lifetime Achievement Award in 2012.

He is survived by his five children, 12 grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren. His wife, Norma
Jean Glover Duckworth, died in 2012.

—Amy Carpenter
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CLSI releases breakpoint implementation
toolkit

written by CAP TODAY
December 13, 2023

Dec. 12, 2023—The Clinical and Laboratory Standards Institute, Association of Public Health
Laboratories, American Society for Microbiology, the CAP, and Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention have jointly developed a breakpoint implementation toolkit (BIT) to assist clinical
laboratories in updating minimal inhibitory concentration breakpoints.
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Smart In Media launches grossing camera and
software

written by CAP TODAY
December 13, 2023

Dec. 7, 2023—Smart In Media announced the release of its PathoZoom LiveView Macro camera and
PathoZoom software.
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CellNetix selects Proscia for digital pathology

written by CAP TODAY
December 13, 2023

Dec. 6, 2023—CellNetix Pathology and Laboratories and Proscia announced today that CellNetix has
selected Proscia to digitize a portion of its volume of 1 million glass slides scanned per year.
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Spire partners with Tribun to advance
pathology services

written by CAP TODAY
December 13, 2023

Dec. 5, 2023—Spire Healthcare, through its partnership with the Paris-based digital pathology company

Tribun Health, announced its plans to launch its new digital infrastructure and services early this
month.
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FormaPath launches AdiPress for lymph node
dissection

written by CAP TODAY
December 13, 2023

Nov. 29, 2023—FormaPath announced the commercial launch of AdiPress, an automated tool to
standardize lymph node dissection.
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Paige, Nuance to create largest pathology
consult network

written by CAP TODAY
December 13, 2023

Nov. 27, 2023—Paige announced it has teamed up with Nuance, a Microsoft company, to create the
largest digital consultation network in pathology. By merging Paige’s digital pathology tools, such as
FullFocus and FullFolio, with PowerShare, Nuance’s nationwide image sharing network, laboratories
with digital capability can gain access to hospitals and health care systems for consultations.

“Our collaboration with Nuance heralds a new dawn in pathology where pathology consultation
becomes easier and cheaper and where patients can get access to the right experts at the right time.
Together, Paige and Nuance seek to break down traditional barriers to cancer diagnosis and accelerate
the wider adoption of digital pathology,” Andy Moye, CEO of Paige, said in a joint press release.

The announcement was made at the Radiological Society of North America’s 109th Scientific Assembly
and Annual Meeting in Chicago, Nov. 26-30.
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