
ED, lab views on point-of-care cardiac troponin
written by CAP TODAY
June 16, 2021

June 2021—Point-of-care cardiac troponin testing got a fresh look last December when an emergency
medicine physician and a clinical chemist came together to talk about the use of both conventional POC
troponin assays in a high-sensitivity era and high-sensitivity POC troponin testing when it becomes
available.
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B- and T-cell neoplasm features and fine
points
written by CAP TODAY
June 16, 2021

June 2021—A case of monoclonal B-cell lymphocytosis and a tour of B- and T-cell morphologies were at
the heart of a CAP20 virtual presentation on neoplastic lymphocytosis. Kyle Bradley, MD, associate
professor of hematopathology and director of surgical pathology at Emory University, spoke last fall on
reactive (CAP TODAY, May 2021) and neoplastic lymphocytosis, with Olga Pozdnyakova, MD, PhD, who
addressed neutrophilia and monocytosis (CAP TODAY, February and March 2021). Together they took
attendees through a morphology-based approach to hematopoietic neoplasms presenting with an
abnormal WBC differential.
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Transplant viral monitoring struggles and
solutions
written by CAP TODAY
June 16, 2021

June 2021—Testing for viral infections post-transplant is an important part of care for transplant
patients because of the risk for infections during immunosuppression. But viral load monitoring suffers
from interlaboratory variability for several reasons, and while the problem is greater at higher viral
loads, the interlaboratory variability is also present at lower viral loads. Steve Miller, MD, PhD, of the
University of California San Francisco, and Joseph Yao, MD, of Mayo Clinic in Rochester, reported the
monitoring difficulties, solutions, and new directions last fall in a CAP TODAY webinar made possible by
a special educational grant from Roche.
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Next moves for core labs—panel takes stock
written by CAP TODAY
June 16, 2021

June 2021—Pause and restart, or rethink and reorient? That’s the question CAP TODAY publisher Bob
McGonnagle put to instrument vendors and James Faix, MD, and David Grenache, PhD, D(ABCC), about
COVID and core labs and the instruments in those labs. What impact the pandemic had on them and
their customers was a topic of discussion when they met on an April 27 call during which they talked,
too, about antibody testing and the proliferation of SARS-CoV-2 testing labs during the pandemic. What
follows is part of their conversation. The rest, on IT and the staffing shortage, will be published in July,
as will our guide to chemistry and immunoassay analyzers for mid- to high-volume labs.
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From the President’s Desk: Unionization?
written by CAP TODAY
June 16, 2021

June 2021—Several CAP fellows have reached out to me recently about a topic many find controversial:
whether pathologists should unionize. Some of this interest stems from concerns about employment
models and how pathologists are treated in various situations. Some of it comes from concerns that
pathologists are not being compensated appropriately for the risks and responsibilities they bear daily.
The COVID-19 pandemic has also fueled increased interest in unionizing among many types of health
care workers. According to the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, people who work in health care and
social assistance are a little less likely to belong to unions than people in other fields. In 2020, 7.1
percent of workers employed in health care and social assistance were members of unions, compared
with 10.8 percent for people in all industries. But the pandemic has led to an uptick in unionizing
interest for many in the health care field, from nurses and respiratory therapists to many other
providers as well as physicians. My great-grandfather was instrumental in bringing the United Mine
Workers of America to the coal mines in Appalachia at a time when that was one of the most dangerous
jobs in the country. Many miners were paid by the number of tons of coal they dug. The more they dug,
the higher the pay.
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Clinical pathology selected abstracts
written by CAP TODAY
June 16, 2021

June 2021—Adverse events reported following administration of the ChAdOx1 nCoV-19 AstraZeneca
vaccine were similar to those reported for the Johnson & Johnson/Janssen COVID-19 vaccine. The latter
was paused in the United States in April due to concerns about thrombocytopenia, cerebral venous
thrombosis, and a heparin-induced thrombocytopenia (HIT)-like syndrome that was a rare occurrence
post-vaccination in women under the age of 60.
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Anatomic pathology selected abstracts
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June 16, 2021

June 2021—Two etiopathogenic types of vulvar squamous cell carcinoma have been described: human
papillomavirus associated and HPV independent. HPV-associated vulvar squamous cell carcinoma
(VSCC) develops from the precursor high-grade squamous intraepithelial lesions (HSILs).
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Molecular pathology selected abstracts
written by CAP TODAY
June 16, 2021

June 2021—In myeloid malignancies, identification of genetic abnormalities informs diagnostic
classification, aids risk stratification, and often predicts response to clinical therapy. Multiple
methodologies generally are necessary to detect these abnormalities given the diversity of genetic
occurrences, which can range from single-nucleotide variants to chromosomal translocations.
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Q&A column
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June 2021
Q. If an exfoliative cytology specimen (for example, pleural fluid) is received fresh, how long can it stay
refrigerated before it needs to be placed in formalin fixative for cell block preparation? That is, what is
the recommended cold ischemic time? Read answer.
Q. Are two levels of a control required for a manual reticulocyte count? Read answer.
Q. What are the requirements for obtaining emergency use authorization versus 510(k) clearance? Read
answer.
Q. Are the PCR assays for SARS-CoV-2 from most manufacturers quantitative? Read answer.
Q. Is there a best specimen type to use for SARS-CoV-2 molecular testing? Read answer.
Q. What is the primary test type used to detect SARS-CoV-2? Read answer.
Q. I know that a molecular test detects nucleic acid and an antigen test detects viral protein, but how
do they compare for clinical use and which is better? Read answer.
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Newsbytes
written by CAP TODAY
June 16, 2021

June 2021—ROI is the holy grail of pathology laboratories purchasing laboratory information systems
and analyzers. The abbreviation stands for “return on investment,” but it should also mean “rarely
obtained information,” jokes health care consultant Dennis Winsten.
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