
In memoriam: Mary E. Fowkes, MD, PhD
written by CAP TODAY
January 18, 2021

January 2021—Mary E. Fowkes, MD, PhD, a member of the CAP Board of Governors since 2019, died on
Nov. 15, 2020. Dr. Fowkes was an associate professor of pathology and the director of neuropathology
and the autopsy service, Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai Hospital. She was also an adjunct
professor at the State University of New York College of Environmental Science and Forestry in
Syracuse.
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Practice management network: A new ‘safety
zone’ for practice problem-solving
written by CAP TODAY
January 18, 2021

January 2021—A CAP Practice Management Network will be online Feb. 9 for CAP members and their
practice staff who want to share problems and best practices and learn from the practice management
insights of others. It will be a “no-judgment zone, a safety zone, a neutral territory,” says Brian H. Le,
MD, MBA, co-coordinator of the network and vice chair of the CAP Practice Management Committee,
developer of the network. “A lot of practices and new-in-practice pathologists encounter a competitive
spirit that sometimes doesn’t serve us well,” says Dr. Le, a pathologist based at Novant Health in North
Carolina.
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Congress mitigates Medicare cuts at 11th hour
written by CAP TODAY
January 18, 2021

January 2021—Hanging over the publication of the 2021 Medicare physician fee schedule on Dec. 1 was
an overall decrease of nine percent to pathology services and similar cuts to other specialty physicians.
The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services in 2019 announced these payment cuts would offset
increases to evaluation and management services, which are typically billed during physician office
visits. The CAP through its advocacy opposed the cuts to pathologists and sought to stop them from
taking effect.
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AMP case report: 18-month-old female with
poorly differentiated cerebellar tumor
harboring BCOR internal tandem duplication
written by CAP TODAY
January 18, 2021

January 2021—Central nervous system high-grade neuroepithelial tumor with BCOR alteration (CNS
HGNET-BCOR) is a rare and genetically distinct CNS neoplasm that occurs predominantly in the
pediatric population. Previously, these tumors had been categorized as primitive neuroectodermal
tumors of the central nervous system (CNS-PNET).
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Coagulation tests and COVID: inside labs,
industry
written by CAP TODAY
January 18, 2021

January 2021—COVID-19 and coagulation testing were up for discussion on Nov. 20 when six people
joined CAP TODAY publisher Bob McGonnagle to talk about that and laboratory labor, relationships
with industry and hospital administration, and the distribution of testing. “We’re working with all the
manufacturers to support rapid point-of-care testing to manage hot spots that will pop up once there is
a vaccine,” said Orchard Software’s Curt Johnson. With Johnson and McGonnagle on the call were
Oksana Volod, MD, of Cedars-Sinai Medical Center; Neil Harris, MBChB, MD, of the University of
Florida; Annie Winkler, MD, MSc, of Instrumentation Laboratory; Nichole Howard, MBA, of Diagnostica
Stago; and Jason Lam, MBA, MLS, of Siemens Healthineers. Drs. Volod and Harris are members of the
CAP Hemostasis and Thrombosis Committee.
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Cytopathology in focus: Virtual education in
cytology: pandemic silver lining
written by CAP TODAY
January 18, 2021

January 2021—Although the challenges we face due to the COVID-19 pandemic are significant, adapting
to our new circumstances can be a driver for positive change. Cytology education had started using
virtual learning resources in the past few years with great variation among institutions and countries.
The pandemic forced the community to embrace virtual learning in a variety of modalities. These
changes may lead to lasting improvements in the quality and accessibility of educational opportunities
for cytology trainees, and not just in the United States. In the same way, we are witnessing the
exponential growth of digital pathology as applied to surgical pathology. In cytopathology the
applications have been limited to telecytopathology in the setting of rapid on-site evaluation (ROSE) for
interventional procedures. The difficulties in dealing with multilayered focus have been given as
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reasons not to pursue whole slide imaging for cytology. As the cytology community has, even if
reluctantly, gained experience with remote sign-out, we may see a push for digital imaging for primary
diagnosis in cytology.
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Cytopathology in focus: Telecytology for rapid
on-site evaluation
written by CAP TODAY
January 18, 2021

January 2021—Rapid on-site evaluation (ROSE) for cytology specimens is performed at many
institutions to improve the quality of health care by proper triage of obtained material to increase the
diagnostic yield, or to direct appropriate investigation. It also helps to control health care costs by
reducing the rate of nondiagnostic specimens, unnecessary passes, and repeat procedures. The number
of procedures requiring ROSE is growing due to the increase in the number of platforms used to
perform minimally invasive procedures.
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From the President’s Desk: Celebrating 75
years
written by CAP TODAY
January 18, 2021
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January 2021—Please join me in a collective sigh of relief: 2020 is finally over. I am glad that awful year
is behind us at last and sincerely hope that 2021 will be kinder and gentler to us all. From my
perspective, 2021 is already off to a better start because it gives us a reason to celebrate. In 1946, 140
board-certified pathologists gathered in Chicago on Dec. 12 and 13 and formed the College of American
Pathologists. This year is our 75th anniversary.
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Clinical pathology selected abstracts
written by CAP TODAY
January 18, 2021

January 2021—Annual expenditures for clinical laboratory testing account for approximately $71.6
billion of health care costs and represent about 2.4 percent of all health care spending. While laboratory
testing is critical, recommendations of the Choosing Wisely initiative focus on reducing laboratory costs
and unnecessary testing, in part through dialogue between physicians and patients. Specialty societies
widely accept and participate in Choosing Wisely recommendations, but outcomes of the initiative are
largely unknown. The American Society for Clinical Pathology put forth 25 recommendations for
Choosing Wisely, of which the 13th recommendation stated that serum lipase is the preferred test for
diagnosing acute pancreatitis because lipase peaks by 24 hours and remains elevated for eight to 14
days. It was also recommended that serum amylase tests not be ordered with serum lipase tests
because one or the other is sufficient for the diagnosis.
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Anatomic pathology selected abstracts
written by CAP TODAY
January 18, 2021

January 2021—The authors conducted a review of postmortem pulmonary histopathologic findings of
COVID-19 pneumonia in patients who had a spectrum of disease course that ranged from rapid demise
to prolonged hospitalization. They analyzed histopathologic findings in postmortem lung tissue from
eight patients who died from COVID-19 pneumonia. Immunohistochemistry and next-generation
sequencing (NGS) were used to detect the virus. Diffuse alveolar damage (DAD) was seen in all cases
with a spectrum of acute phase or organizing phase, or both. IHC with monoclonal antibodies against
SARS-CoV-2 viral nucleoprotein and spike protein detected virus in areas of acute but not organizing
DAD.
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