
Behind book on professionalism: ‘we can do
better’
written by CAP TODAY
September 18, 2020

September 2020—Professionalism in Pathology and Laboratory Medicine is a new book now out from
CAP Publications. It provides a basic understanding, educational and assessment tools, 105 cases
specific to pathology and laboratory medicine, guidance in recognizing and addressing lapses in
behavior, discussions on best practices and legal and ethical aspects, and much more.
Ronald E. Domen, MD, of Penn State College of Medicine and Hershey Medical Center, is editor. His co-
editors are Richard M. Conran, MD, PhD, JD, of Eastern Virginia Medical School; Robert D. Hoffman,
MD, PhD, of Vanderbilt University School of Medicine; Cindy B. McCloskey, MD, of the University of
Oklahoma Health Sciences Center; and Suzanne Zein-Eldin Powell, MD, of Houston Methodist Hospital.
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Targeting immune signaling checkpoints in
AML
written by CAP TODAY
September 18, 2020

September 2020—Acute myeloid leukemia was one of the first diseases for which T cells were
incorporated into the therapeutic paradigm, in the form of allogeneic stem cell transplant and donor
lymphocyte infusion. Why then are there no approved immune therapies, or more specifically
checkpoint inhibitors, for this T-cell–sensitive disease?
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AMP case report: Culture-negative
endocarditis due to Tropheryma whipplei
written by CAP TODAY
September 18, 2020

September 2020—A 64-year-old male presented with worsening shortness of breath, dry cough, and
bilateral leg edema. He had a history of diabetes mellitus type two, hypertension, seropositive
rheumatoid arthritis, and tobacco and alcohol abuse. CT scan demonstrated bilateral pleural effusions,
pulmonary edema, subsegmental atelectasis, mildly enlarged hilar lymph nodes, mild cardiomegaly with
a small pericardial effusion, and liver cirrhosis with a liver nodule. A hepatitis panel demonstrated
positive serology for hepatitis C virus infection.
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From the President’s Desk: Painful cuts ahead
written by CAP TODAY
September 18, 2020

September 2020—Pathologists have been feeling the pain for months. The COVID-19 pandemic
triggered furloughs and layoffs even as we ran a grueling race to implement and scale high-quality
testing. And now looming cuts to pathologist physician payments threaten to make our situation even
worse.
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Clinical pathology selected abstracts
written by CAP TODAY
September 18, 2020

September 2020—The clinical features and immune responses of people infected with SARS-CoV-2 who
are asymptomatic are under investigation since people without disease symptoms can unknowingly
spread the virus. As of Aug. 3, there were 17,965,128 confirmed COVID-19 cases worldwide, 4,749,138
of which were in the United States. The majority of those with SARS-CoV-2 infection have mild to severe
respiratory illness with fever, cough, and shortness of breath, which appears two to 14 days after
exposure. The authors conducted a study in which they described the epidemiological and clinical
characteristics, viral levels, and immune responses in 37 asymptomatic people to better understand the
clinical features and immune responses of people who are infected with SARS-CoV-2 and asymptomatic.
The 37 asymptomatic people, all in the Wanzhou district of China, were diagnosed with RT-
PCR–confirmed SARS-CoV-2 infections but had no relevant clinical symptoms in the preceding 14 days
or while quarantined at the government-designated hospital for centralized isolation in Wanzhou.
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Anatomic pathology selected abstracts
written by CAP TODAY
September 18, 2020

September 2020—Identifying patients who respond to immune checkpoint blockade is a significant
challenge in oncology. PD-L1 expression by immunohistochemistry is the diagnostic gold standard for
patient selection, but it does not capture all patients who may respond to immune checkpoint blockade
(ICB). Recent gene-expression studies of high-grade serous ovarian carcinoma have defined an
immunoreactive molecular subtype that shows a measurable favorable difference in patient survival
compared with nonimmunoreactive subtypes, but no studies have demonstrated its impact on predicting
response to ICB. As a step toward establishing the predictive value of gene-expression classifiers in ICB,
the authors assessed the relationship between PD-L1 IHC and molecular subtypes of ovarian epithelial
cancer. They analyzed 93 tissue specimens from patients with stages III and IV disease and compared
PD-L1 IHC with gene expression by Agilent microarrays using The Cancer Genome Atlas-defined
subtypes.
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Molecular pathology selected abstracts
written by CAP TODAY
September 18, 2020

September 2020—Whole genome methylation profiling is used to subclassify neuroepithelial tumors and
soft tissue sarcomas. Extending its use to much more common cancers, such as prostate cancer, has the
potential to benefit a large number of patients. Metastatic castration-resistant prostate cancer (mCRPC)
is the incurable and lethal form of prostate cancer and consists of different subgroups with variable
morphologies and genomic alterations. The emergence of distinct subtypes of mCRPC likely represents
adaption of the cancer cells to treatment and the microenvironment. The authors conducted a study
that integrated methylation profiling with genomic sequencing and RNA transcriptome analysis in 100
mCRPC tumors, yielding a comprehensive molecular profile of these metastatic tumors.
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Pathology informatics selected abstracts
written by CAP TODAY
September 18, 2020

September 2020—Whole slide imaging has been available for clinical, research, and educational use for
decades, with several digital pathology systems cleared by the FDA for primary diagnosis. However,
widespread adoption of this technology for routine practice has been slow. Likely reasons for the slow
uptick in employing whole slide imaging (WSI) for sign-out include the cost of these systems, their lack
of interoperability with laboratory information systems, pathologist resistance to using this digital
modality, and regulatory restrictions on remote sign-out imposed by the Clinical Laboratory
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Improvement Amendments (CLIA). However, the COVID-19 pandemic led the Trump administration, on
March 26, to temporarily waive these CLIA regulations, giving pathologists the flexibility to sign out
cases digitally from their homes.
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Q&A column
written by CAP TODAY
September 18, 2020

Q. Is the evaluation of gene copies by RT-PCR or multiplex ligation-dependent probe amplification a
qualitative or quantitative assay? Copy number analysis of genes or chromosomes determines a
numerical value, with a normal autosomal count being two. However, an FDA-approved microarray test
(CytoScan Dx assay, Thermo Fisher Scientific) is labeled as a qualitative assay for the detection of copy
number variations. Read answer.
Q. How does using sodium heparin, in an attempt to reduce EDTA-induced platelet clumps, affect the
platelet count? Read answer.
Q. How do you know whether thyroid-stimulating hormone isoforms have been measured in an assay
when the TSH levels are very high and free T4 is considerably less than the reference interval (i.e. less
than 50 percent of the reference interval)? Read answer.
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Newsbytes
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September 18, 2020
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September 2020—While the SARS-CoV-2 outbreak has led many long-standing companies to zig instead
of zag, it caused the computational and digital pathology startup Crosscope to switch gears in the midst
of developing its first product.
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